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The Grey Pilgrim’s Task
Gandalf, Sauron, and the Ring of Power

Among al of the complex and interesting characters crested by J. R. R. Tolkienin hisepic work,

The Lord of the Rings, Gandaf the wizard has perhaps intrigued readers and scholars the most. Mogt

debated have been such questions as where he came from, what race of beings he belonged to, and what
the source of hispower is. In addition, some scholars believe that Gandaf to be either human or dvish.
This paper will prove that Ganddf, like al of the Itari including Sauron, was a Maia sent by the Vdar to
opposethewill of Sauron by igniting the resstance of the free peoples of Middle- Earth, and that his power
lay primarily in his angdlic nature.

Before examining evidence suggesting that Ganddf isaMaia, it is necessary to explain the various
orders of angdlic beings described by Tolkien. The highest order of beings in Tolkien's mythologica
framework are known asthe Vdar.! The Vaar were numbered among the group of beings known asthe
Ainur who participated in the creation of Arda, or Earth (Tolkien, Simaillion15). 1t wasthe Ainur’ ssong
a the behest of Eru (God) that created the world of Middle-Earth. After the crestion was sung into
thought, Tolkieninformsusthat the greatest of these spirits cameto Middle- Earthto “fulfill thevison” of the
world given to them by Eru (Slmarillion 25). The Elves cdled the greatest of the Ainur “the Vdar, the
Powersof Arda, and Men have often called them gods’ (Tolkien, SImaillion25). TheVaar could best be
described as:

The Guardians of the World, semi-divineor ‘demiurgic’ beings created by the One before

the Crestion itsdf to aid and assst Him in the rule of the World and the maintenance of

equilibrium. They participated in the making of Middle- Earth, but their roles as Guardians

precluded them from dweling with the One in Over-heaven, and o, a the Beginning of

Days, they came to the Undying Lands in the Uttermost West and there dwelt for ever,
within Sght of Middle-earth and within cdl of the One (Tyler 502).
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Based on these descriptions, it quickly becomes apparent that the Vaar were aform of semi-divine beings
who existed in the West as directors of the plan of Eru.

These beings were served by a lesser order of angelic beings known as the Maar. In The
Simaillion Tolkien saysthat “With the Vaar came other spiritswhose being aso began beforethe World,
of the same order asthe Vdar but of lessdegree. These arethe Maiar, the people of the Vdar, and their
sarvants and helpers’ (30). In addition, they are described as* persons of the ‘angelic’ order, though not
necessarily of the same rank. The Maiar were ‘spirits,” but capable of sdf-incarnation, and could take

‘humane (especidly Elvish) forms’ (Tolkien, Unfinished Tdes411). Thus, the Maiar carried out tasks

assigned them by the Vaar in Middle- Earth and in the Uttermost West.

A difficulty that arisesin the description of thesetwo angdlic ordersistheir relaionshiptothe Elves.

In Tolkien's world, the Elves, like the Vaar and the Maiar, are immortal and can return to Vdinor.

However, the Elves are not angdlic beingswith the powers of crestion likethe Vaar and theMaiar? Inthe
song which created Arda, both the Vdar and the Maar participated. It was this credtive force that
produced the Elves, the firstborn people of Middle-Earth, upon whom the Vaar bestowed the favor of
alowing them the opportunity to passinto Vadinor when they wearied of Middle- Earth.

With this description of the Vaar and the Maiar in mind, it is now possble to see the Igtari, the
Order of Wizardsin Middle- Earth, actualy asMaiar sent to incite the peoples of Middle- Earthinressance
to Sauron. Tolkien says.

... with the consent of Eru they [the Vaar] sent membersof their own high order, but clad

inbodiesas of Men, real and not feigned, but subject to the fears and pains and weariness

of earth, ableto hunger and thirst and be dain; though because of their noble spiritsthey did
not die, and aged only by the caresand |abours of many long years (Unfinished Taes406).




Although this passage does not indicate that the Istari were Maiar, it does clearly indicate that the Istari
were sent by the Vaar to Middle-Earth and were members of the order of the Vdar. Additiondly,

Christopher Tolkien offers editorid notes in the Unfinished Taesbased oninformation in hisfather’ snotes

that support the idea that the Istari were actualy Maiar in human form (See Appendix A). Given these
notes, it isquickly apparent that the Istari were of avery high order of beingswho st at the councils of the
Vaar. Indeed, Tolkienindicatesthat “We must assumethat they [the Istari] weredl Maar, that ispersons

of the*angdic’ order, though not necessarily of thesamerank” (Unfinished Tdes411). Thus, itisclear that

the Istari include a number of very powerful Maia charged by Manwé, chief of the Vdar, with opposing
Sauron through nortviolent means.

This description of the Istari indicates that each of the wizards derives his power from the native
quditiesthat hehad asaMaa. Additiond evidenceisoffered in one of the many volumes of books edited
by Christopher Tolkien that illustrates the evolution of these novels. He describes hisfather’ s notes about
the Istari asfollows:

The page that | give first begins with the note ‘Wizards = Angels, and this same note is

found on the other two pages. | also take it to be thefirst appearance in written record of

thisconception, i.e. that the Istari or Wizardswereangel oi, ‘ messengers , emissariesfrom
the Lords of the West (The Treason of Isengard 422).

Thus, it gppearsthat Tolkienintended to relatethe Istari with the Judeo- Christian conception of an order of
angelswho serve as messengersto mortasand who ded with the evilsof theworld. Thisdescription of the

Istari as messengers to Middle-Earth is continued in The Tolkien Companion where Tyler describesthe

|gari asbeing of “Vdinorean race, dthough they cameto morta landsin the shapes of aged Men; for, while

their powersweregreat, they wereforbidden to revea their true natures or to usetherr full srengthin direct
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conflict with theenemy” (193). It appearsthat the wizardswere an order of messengers sent to opposethe
risng threat of Sauron without tapping their full angelic powersin direct conflict with the Dark Lord.

However, additiona support for the Istari as members of the order of the Maiar and messengers
from the Lords of the West does not end at thispoint. In one of hisletters dated April 25, 1954, J. R. R.
Tolkien says of the Iari that:

There are no precise opposites to the Wizards--a trandation (perhaps not suitable, but
throughout distinguished from other ‘magician’ terms) of Q. ElvishIstari. Ther originwas
not knownto any but afew (such asElrond and Galadrid) inthe Third Age. They aresaid
to have first appeared about the year 1000 of the Third Age, when the shadow of Sauron
began first to grow again to new shape. They aways gppeared old, but grew older with
their [abours, dowly, and disappeared with the end of the Rings. They were thought to be
Emissaries (in the terms of this tale from the Far West beyond the Seq), and their proper
function, maintained by Ganddf, and perverted by Saruman, was to encourage and bring
out the native powers of the Enemies of Sauron (Carpenter and C. Tolkien 180).

Later, in discussng the nature of Ganddf, Tolkien says.

But G. [Gandaf] ishat, of course, ahuman being (Man or Hobhit). Thereare naturaly no
precise modern termsto say what hewas. | wd. venture to say that he was an incarnate
‘angd’ --drictly an angelos®, that is, with the other Istari wizards, ‘thosewho know,” an
emissary from the Lords of the West, sent to Middle-earth, asthe greet crisis of Sauron
loomed on the horizon. By ‘incarnate | mean they were embodied in physica bodies
capable of pain, and weariness, and of afflicting the spirit with physicd fear, and of being
‘killed,” though supported by the angdlic spirit might endurelong, and only show dowly the
wearing of care and labour (Carpenter and C. Tolkien 202).

angelos, “messenger” (Greek)
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Given these numerous references to their nature, it isclear that Tolkien intended the Itari to beinterpreted
asMaa who derived their power, like Gandaf’ s powers over fire and lightning and Radagast’ s power of
shapechanging, from their pogition among the angdlic order of the universe (Fellowship 337). Inaddition, it
is clear that the Istari were each sent to work towards the eradication of the threat of Sauron by

encouraging the resistance of the indigenous peoples of Middle-Earth. As such, they were forbidden to
match Sauron’s power with power of their own, for it isfairly sure that if the five wizards had worked in
concert with their power they could have defeated Sauron. However, this approach would have repeated
the Vdars migtake in eradicating the threat of Morgoth in the First Age, which caused the destruction of

part of the world (Tolkien, Unfinished Taes 406).

Why, though, did the Vaar decide to send membersof their own order to Middle- Earth tofight the
threat of Sauron? The answer is centered in the very nature of Sauron. In The Simaillion, heis described
as a great and powerful Maia of the people of Aulé. Tolkien says, “Among those of his [Morgoth's]
servantsthat have namesthe greatest was that spirit whom the Eldar [elves] called Sauron, or Gorthaur the
Crud.? In his beginning he was of the Maiar of Aulé and he remained mighty in the lore of that people’
(31). Thisdescription of Sauron asalordly Maiashould make clear why the Vaar saw it asanecessty to
send other Maiar to Middle- Earth to oppose him.

Additiondly, Sauron’s power has been further enhanced by hislong serviceto Morgoth. Tolkien
saysthat “ Sauron was become now asorcerer of dreadful power, master of shadows and of phantoms, foul
in wisdom, cruel in strength, misshgping what he touched, twisting what he ruled, lord of werewolves, his

dominionwastorments’ (Slmarillion156). Indeed, Sauron isdescribed as Morgoth’ slieutenant and most
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powerful servant, a servant who caused untold amounts of sorrow among both men and eves during the
Firs Age and the ages thereafter (Tolkien, Simaillion47).

Some scholars, however, disagree with the assessment of Sauron asaMaiaof great power. Tyler
saysof himthat “. . . it might seem likely to later scholarsthat Sauron himself was ultimately of Eldarinrace,
seduced into evil far back in the First Age, when he became *a servant’ of a greater power, Morgoth of
Angband” (423), thus suggesting that Sauron was an df lured away by Morgoth and given great power.
Thisassessment of Sauron, though, isnot in agreement with Tolkien’ sownwritings. Indescribing thefdl of
Numenor, Tolkien spesks of the“ death” of Sauron’sphysical body but not of Sauron’ stotal destruction.
Rather, he says:

... Sauron was not of mortd flesh, and though he was robbed now of that shepeinwhich

he had wrought so great an evil, o that he could never again appear fair to the eyes of

Men, yet his spirit arose out of the deep and passed as a shadow and a black wind over

the sea, and came back to Middle-earth and to Mordor that washishome. There hetook

up again his greet Ring in Barad-ddr, and dwelt there, dark and silent, until he wrought

himsdlf anew guise, animage of mdice and hatred made visble; and the Eye of Sauronthe

Terrible few could endure (SImarillion 280).

Thus, inindicating that Sauron wasnot morta and did not actualy diein the downfal of NUmenor, Tolkien
informs the reader that Sauron’s power was not merely given him by Morgoth, because Morgoth did not
have the power of creation. It took al of the Ainur in song at the behest of Eru to create the world. As
such, Sauron is revedled as amalicious force who derives his great evil power from his own nature as a
Maia. Thefind point of proof can befound in The Simaillion where Tolkien says of him that:

Of old there was Sauron the Maia, whom the Sindar in Beleriand named Gorthaur. Inthe

beginning of ArdaMekor seduced him to his alegiance, and he became the grestest and

most trusted of the servants of the Enemy, and the most perilous, for he could assumemany

forms, and for long if hewilled he could still appear noble and beautiful, so asto decelvedl
but the most wary (285).
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In fact, his power asaMaiais best described by Noel when she says that “he seems, like the orthodox
Satan, to have been incgpable of materia creation, but to have produced illusions and to have corrupted
what came within his long reach” (101).* This power to delude people and corrupt things of beauty
illugtratesthe near invincibility ascribed to Sauron. In addition, thisdescription of Sauron asaMaiaof great
persond power indicates why the Vdar had to send Maar in human form, the Igtari, to Middle- Earth.
Infact, the sending of five Maar in human form is suggested, at least by Tolkien, to have been due

to the fact that Sauron was animmortal, angelic spirit of afar higher order than ether Ganddf or Saruman

(Carpenter and Tolkien 243). Thisdifference of order explainswhy, in The Lord of the Rings, Sauron’s
power seems So greet asto possibly overwhem the combined resstance in Middle- Earth. Indeed, there
are momentsin the novel swhen the reader dmost fearsto turn the page because of what might happen. In
addition, Robley suggests that it is “the 9n of pride which leads other ‘Guardians like Saruman and
Denethor astray, into thinking they can compete with Sauron” (127). One must remember thet the | stari
were sent from Vdinor to contend with Sauron by igniting the resstance of Elves, Dwarves, and Men to
fight againg the Shadow. Even Saruman, the greatest of the Istari, according to Ganddlf, is unable to
contend directly, aone, with Sauron’s will without falling under the Shadow and joining its power. This
suggests why the Vdar sent the Itari as emissaries and messengers to the peoples of Middle-Earth: raw
power must be met with wise resstance. If power is matched with power, pride is the resulting
accomplishment, a pride which causes the fdl of al the powerful (Robley 127).

At thispoint, additiona proof that Ganddf isindeed amember of the Maar becomesevident. If we

agree that Sauron is one of the greatest of the Maar and that the Istari are Maiar sent from the Vaar to
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oppose him, it follows that we should be able to match other named Maiar with each of the Istari. Who
were Gandalf’s fdlow Maiar, then? As one can read in the Appendix to the paper, it is apparent that
Tolkien consdered Gandaf and the Maia named Ol 6rin to be one and the same. However, the question
quickly arises as to whether there is proof to support this contention other than Tolkien’s nearly illegible
notes. Luckily, Olérin and his characterigtics are covered in enough detail in various works to dlow a
conclusion as to the relation between him and Gandalf.

Our firg indication of thisrelationship can befoundin The Two Towers, the second volume of The

Lord of the Rings. In his discussion with Frodo, Faramir relates the many names by which Gandalf has

been known to the peoples of Middle-Earth. Faramir saysthat Ganddf said of his many names.
“Many are my namesin many countries. . . Mithrandir among the Elves, Tharkdn to
the Dwarves; Olorin | was in my youth in the West that is forgotten, in the South
Incanus, in the North Gandalf; to the East | go not” (Tolkien, Two Towers 353).
Clearly indicated among these many namesis Olorin. Tolkien saysin The Simarillionthat “Wisest of the
Maiar was Oldrin. Hetoo dwet in Lorien, but hiswaystook him often to the house of Nienna, and of her
he learned pity and patience’ (SImarillion 31).
Additiondly, Tolkien says of him that:
... heloved the Elves, he walked among them unseen, or in form as one of them, and they
did not know whence came the fair visons of the promptings of wisdom that he put into
their hearts. In later dayshe wasthefriend of dl the Children of [lGvatar, and took pity on
their sorrows; and those who listened to him awoke from despair and put away the
imaginations of darkness (Simarillion 31).
Thus, the very nature of thisMaiaseemsto have been centered in the purpose of encouraging the hearts of
those in despair, to lift them up without their knowing how they had been freed from the shadows. If we

look a atrandation of the high-even name, Oldrin, wefind that it isderived from Olor, which can roughly
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be trandated as “dream” (Tolkien, Unfinished Tdes 413). However, “dream” in this senseis more in

keeping with Tolkien's description of the vivid memory of the Eldar race of Elves (Unfinished Tdes413).

Specifically, thisroot word might best be interpreted as“ clear vision, inthemind of things not physicaly

present at the body’ s stuation” (Tolkien, Unfinished Taes 413).

However, Tolkien does not leave his readers with any serious questions about Ganddf’'s Maa
nature. Rather, he offers even clearer evidence about what his purpose wasin additiona passagesin the

Unfinished Taes. In hiseditorid notesto hisfather’ s works, Christopher Tolkien saysthat “In an earlier

version of thispassage (Silmaillion, pp. 30-1) itissaid that Olérinwas* counsallor of Irmo, ® and that inthe
hearts of those who hearkened to him awoke thoughts* of fair thingsthat had not yet been but might yet be

meade for the enrichment of Arda” (Unfinished Tdes414). Eventhough these notesindicate that Tolkien

himsdf was not completely clear about the origins of Olérin, he was quite clear about Ol6rin's nature and
power.

Intruth, onefind descriptionisquite reveaing in showing Ol6rin’s connection to Gandalf. Tolkien

Manweéwill not descend from the Mountain [ Taniquetil] until the Dagor Dagorath, and the
coming of the End, when Melkor returns. To the overthrow of Morgoth he sent hisherald
Eonwé. To the defeat of Sauron would he not then send some lesser (but mighty) spirit of
the angdlic people, one coéval and equal, doubtless, with Sauron inthelr beginnings, but not
more? Oldrinwas hisname. But of Oldrin we shdl never know morethan herevededin
Ganddf (Unfinished Tdes 413).

It is apparent that Tolkien was aware of debates by some scholars of his day attempting to relate Gandalf
and Manwé, lord of the Vaar, to see them as the same person. However, Tolkien quickly dismisses that

belief by indicating that the mythology of Middle-Earth requires that Manwé will only descend from
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Taniquetil to overthrow Melkor/Morgothin thefind battlewhen theworld ends. Thus, themost telling part
of this quote is the fact that Tolkien says that we will not be able to learn more of Olérin than what was
reveded in Ganddf. This evidence clearly indicates that Olérin and Ganddf are the same being.
However, rather than just rely on this one statement, anumber of other references can be used to
show thesmilarity between Oldrin and Gandalf. Oneexcellent example can befound in gppendix B of The

Return of theKing. Indescribing Gandalf, Tolkien statesthat “Mithrandir® wasdosest infriendshipwith the

Eldar [elves], and wandered mostly in the West, and never made for himsdlf any lasting abode” (Tolkien,
Return455). In like manner, Ol6rin was said to favor the Elves above dl of the other Children of IlGvatar.

Y et one more sSmilarity between these two can be found in Gandaf’ srefusal to take Frodo up on
his offer to give him the Ring of Power. Ganddf says

“With that power | should have power too great and terrible. And over methe Ringwould

gan apower dill greater and more deadly.” His eyesflashed and hisfacewaslit asby a

firewithin. “Do not tempt me!' For | do not wish to become like the Dark Lord himsdlf.

Y et theway of the Ring to my heart isby pity, pity for weskness, and the desire of strength

to do good. Do not tempt me! | dare not take it, not even to keep it safe, unused. The

wish to widld it would be too great for my strength. | shall have such need of it. Gresat

perilslie before me’ (Tolkien, Felowship 95).
If onereviews Christopher Tolkien’ seditoria remarksabout hisfather’ s notesincluded inthe Appendix of
this paper, it isquite clear that Olorin feared Sauron and considered himself too week for the task Manweé
had gppointed him to accomplish. Thus, Ganddf’s admission that the Ring would tempt him with “the
desire of strength to do good” sounds quite Smilar to the fears of weakness expressed by Olorin. Robley
a o spesks about this humility on the part of Gandalf/Olérin when he saysthat “ Ganddlf isadways presented

... as properly humble toward his knowledge” (131).
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Y et, some of the clearest parallels between these two can be found in the third and fina book of

The Lord of the Rings. One of the chief descriptions of Olorin was hisability to lift the spirits of thosewho

cameinto contact with him. In The Return of the King during thesege of Minas Tirith, Ganddf the Whiteis

shown to have a smilar impact in lifting the spirits of the defenders in the face of the terror of the Nazgdl.
The narrator says that “Wherever he came men's hearts would lift again, and the winged shadows pass
from memory” (Tolkien, Return119). Eventhough the effect istemporary, it isthe sametype of effect that
Oldrin was sad to have on those who were despairing. In like manner, Ganddf is described in the

Unfinished Tades

Warm and eager was his spirit (and it was enhanced by the ring Narya), for he was the

enemy of Sauron, opposing the fire that devours and wastes with thefire that kindles, and

succoursin wanhope and distress; but hisjoy, and his swift wrath, were velled in garments

grey as ash, S0 that only those that knew him wdl glimpsed the flame that was within

(Tolkien 408).

Onceagain, Gandalf’ s power to encourage the hearts of those who are experiencing pain, sorrow, despair,
and digtressistoo smilar to that of Oldrin to be mere coincidence.

Finaly, the pardles to be found between Olérin and Gandaf can be summed up in the rather
reveding andysis of the spirit ingde of Ganddf by Pippin, one of the young hobbits. When looking closdy
at Ganddf, Pippin sees amarvelous paradox:

... inthewizard sface he saw at first only lines of care and sorrow; though as he looked

more intently he perceived that under dl there was a gregt joy: afountain of mirth enough

to sat akingdom laughing, were it to gush forth (Tolkien, Return 34).

It isthe great joy underneath the careworn exterior that identifies the noble spirit of Oldrinthat isresdingin

the human body known in Middle- Earth as “ Gandalf.”
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Besidesbeing smilar in character, Olorin and Ganddf aredso smilar inthe power that they have a
their command. Although Tolkien never discusses the powers that Olorin had asaMaia, it is clearly the
case that an angdic being would have great “supernatura” power beyond the ken of mere mortas. As
such, representations of Gandaf’s powers indicate that his spirit is too powerful for a mere morta to

possess. Inthethree novels of The Lord of the Rings, Tolkien gives us the opportunity to see Ganddf in

two incarnations. First, we are shown the considerable powers of Gandalf the Grey in The Fellowship of

the Ring. Findly, wearegivenilludrations of his enhanced powersin The Two Towers and The Return of

the King.

Throughout The Fellowship of the Ring, Tolkien affords us many opportunitiesto seethe power of

Ganddf the Grey in sunning detall. Thefirst such inganceiswhen Ganddf holds off five of the Nazgll on
the hill of Wesathertop (Tolkien, Fellowship 346).” Although he cannot destroy these fell servants of the
Enemy, he obvioudy holds his own in a battle of such magnitude that Frodo and Aragorn could see the
lightning stabbing upwards while they are in the Midgewater Marshes, miles away (Tolkien, Felowship
247). Later, when Aragorn and the hobbits arrive at the top of Weathertop, Tolkien vividly describesthe
burnt ground around the top of the hill asfollows:

But in the centre acairn of broken stones had been piled. They were blackened asif with

fire. About them the turf was burned to the roots and dl within the ring the grass was
scorched and shrivelled, asif flames had swept the hill-top; but there was no sign of any

living thing (Fellowship 251).
The destructive power needed to ravage the top of the hill could not be used by amere mortd.
An even more griking illustration of Ganddf’s power can be found in the battle between the

Fellowship and the Wargs before the company makesit to Moria. In this scene, Ganddf isrevedled asa
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powerful being with the ability to set awhole hill of trees afire with little effort. The narrator describesthe
scene asfollows:

In the wavering firdight Gandaf seemed suddenly to grow: he rose up, agreat menacing

shape like the monument of some ancient king of stone set upon a hill. Stooping like a

cloud, he lifted a burning branch and strode to meet the wolves. They gave back before

him. Highinthear hetossed the blazing brand. 1t flared with asudden whiteradiancelike

lightning; and his voice rolled like thunder.

“Naur an edraith ammen! Naur dan i ngaurhoth!” he cried.

There was aroar and a crackle, and the tree above him burst into aleaf and bloom of

blinding flame (Tolkien, Fellowship 390).

Of particular importance in this scene is the description of Ganddf himsdf. Notice that he seemsto grow
and to become “a great menacing shape.” This description seems to suggest that a the moment when
Ganddf is forced to use brute power he is revealed to those around him as a being of much more
importance and puissance than he normally alowsto be seen. Also of importanceisthefact that Gandalf is
not described like the average wizard in mogt fairy tales. Rather than being aweskling whose only power
resdesin hispdls, Ganddf is described as being strong and hale. He stridesforward to meet thewolves,
and, hetossesabranch highinto theair. It could be argued that undernegth the veneer of thefrail exterior
residesthe powerful spirit of Olérin, who isonly reveded in momentswhen Gandaf must use histrue power
in defengve anger.

Findly, the most reveding moment of Ganddf the Grey’ s power comesin his two confrontations
with the Barog. Barogs were other angelic beings, possibly Maar of alesser order than the Igtari, that
were corrupted to the service of Morgoth. Tolkien says.

For of the Maar many were drawn to his [Morgoth's] splendour in the days of his

greatness, and remained in that alegiance down into hisdarkness, and others he corrupted
afterwardsto hisservicewith liesand treacherous gifts. Dreadful among these spiritswere



Stiles 14

the Vdaraukar, the scourges of fire that in Middle-earth were called the Barogs, demons
of terror (SImearillion 31).

In thisingtance, Ganddf the Grey is matched againgt a creature of equa statureto himsdf. When Ganddf
peaks the pdll of closing that will shut the door that his companions have just passed through, hefedsa
great power on the other side speaking the spell of opening (Tolkien, Fellowship 423). Indeed, the power
of the spirit is S0 great that at first the door begins to open before Ganddf regains control (Tolkien,
Felowship 423). Findly, the strain on the door is too greet and it explodes nearly killing Ganddf in the
process (Tolkien, Fellowship 423). The raw power that was required for Ganddf to contain in order to
control the door truly indicates his Sature asaMaa

In addition, if there were any doubt about the power contained in Gandaf the Grey, itiscleared up
in his confrontation with the Balrog on the bridge that leadsto theexit of Moria. Particularly revedinginthis
test of raw power isthefact that Gandalf succeedsin blocking this spirit of fire. 1n one of the most famous
scenes from the novel, Ganddlf says.

“You cannot pass’ . . . The orcs stood still, and adead slencefdl. 1 amaservant of the

Secret Fire®, widlder of the Flame of Anor. Y ou cannot pass. The dark firewill not avail

you, flame of Udln. Go back to the Shadow! Y ou cannot pass’ (Tolkien, Felowship

429).
At this paint, al doubts about whether Olorin and Gandalf are the same person must be cast aside. A
mortal man could not have withstood the power of abarog. Of the peoples of Middle-Earth, only an f-
lord, like Glorfinde at the fdl of Gondolin, would have had the power to withstand and defeat a balrog
(Tolkien, Simarillion243). Ganddf, dthoughin theform of amorta man, which doesdiein the subsequent

battle between him and the Balrog, cannot beamorta, given the epic proportions of thisbattle; and, itisths

“death” that leads to his return in the incarnation of Ganddf the White.



Stiles 15

Inthis second incarnation as*“the White,” we are given even more examples of power beyond the
control of a morta man. The first example of the hidden power ingde of Ganddf is shown in Fangorn
Forest when heisreunited with hisfriends. Aragorn, Legolas, and Gimli. The narrator saysthat “In other
lands they would have greeted him with kind words; but now they stood silent, each fedling a strange
expectancy: something was approaching that held a hidden power--or menace” (Tolkien, Two Towers
122). Thenarrator describes Ganddf here as* white, shining now asif with somelight kindled within, bent,
laden with years, but holding apower beyond the strength of kings’ (Tolkien, Two Towers 133). It seems
that Tolkienissuggesting that we are glimpsing Ganddf ashewould bein Vainor, abeing of whitelight and
power beyond morta understanding. As such, it is once again apparent that Gandaf is none other than
Olorin, servant of Manweé.

With hisreturn as Ganddf the White, the use of his powers changes from those shown to usin The

Felowship of the Ring. The use of his powers is now more openly in keeping with the nature of Olorin

since we repeatedly see him hedling those who are in need. One such instance of this renewing power is
shown to usin his audience with King Théoden where he slences Wormtongue and revivesthe king in the
matter of afew moments (Tolkien, Two Towers151). Here, Gandalf showshispower as Olorin, theMaa
of encouragement and renewal.

Even though Gandaf the White' s power isfocused on renewing and encouraging thosein need, he
dsoillusratesthe power to command the obedience of afelow Istari. After the defeat of Saruman’ sarmy,
Ganddf and King Théoden go to aparley with Saruman at Orthanc, hisfortress. When Saruman refusesto

listen, Ganddf orders him to return and hear the “ charges’” againgt him:
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“Come back, Saruman!” said Ganddf in acommanding voice. To the amazement of the

others, Saruman turned again, and asif dragged againgt hiswill, he camedowly back to the

ironrail, leaning on it, breathing hard. Hisface waslined and shrunken. Hishand clutched

hisheavy black st&ff likeadaw . . . “Saruman!” he cried, and hisvoice grew in power and

authority. “Behold, | am not Ganddf the Grey, whom you betrayed. | am Ganddf the

White, who has returned from death. Y ou have no colour now, and | cast you from the

order and from the Council . . . Saruman, your staff is broken” (Tolkien, Two Towers

241).
Although some might argue that this show of power redly does not prove that heisa Maig, it seems a
particularly important scenein support of such acontention. If Saruman and Gandaf werejust wizardswho
obtained their power from long study and practice, it would seem aweak argument to say that Gandalf
could bresk the staff of afellow wizard and cast him out of the order of the Istari. In addition, even to
suggest that maybe Saruman’ s powers were waning as he fdl into evil isnot asatisfactory argument, Snce
who isto say that one can only be awizard if one ison the Side of good. 1t seems readily apparent that
Gandaf was not only casting Saruman out of the order of the Istari but that he was also passing dong the
sentence of Manwé aswell, that for treacheroudy failing in the task gppointed by Manwé, Saruman would
not be dlowed to returnto Vdinor. Rather, hewould join Morgothinthe Void. Only aMaawould have
the power to pass such a sentence on a being of great power like Saruman, abeing of power who was

consdered the highest of his order.

Fndly, Ganddf is reveded in The Return of the King as a force much greater than anyone

previoudy redized. During Gandaf’s audience with Denethor, Steward of Minas Tirith, Pippin began to
redlize the true power inherent in the wizard. The narrator says that with “a sense other than sight Pippin
perceived that Gandaf had the greater power and the deeper wisdom, and a mgesty that was velled”

(Tolkien, Return32). Thisgatement, which might easily be missed, indicatesthat Ganddf ismorethan just
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amortal wizard of great power. Rather, Pippin sees past the human shell to the spirit residing inside, thus
redizing that there is a kingly but hidden spirit indde, a spirit that will be reveded to the enemy in a short
period of time.

Soon after this audience, the opening moves of the War of the Ring are made. In the ensuing
events, Gandalf twicerescues Faramir fromtheNazgdl. In bothinstances, hereveasanangdic power that
none of the Nazgul, except possibly the Lord of the Nazgl, can withstand. In thefirst instance, Gandalf
ridesout from the plain to rescue Faramir who isreturning from Ithilien before the Enemy beginsthe Sege of
Minas Tirith. In this dramatic moment, we are given a description of white shafts of light shooting from
Gandaf’s upraised hand causing the Nazg(l to retreat from the battlefield (Tolkien, Return 100). Inthe
second ingtance, Ganddf rides out with the Gondorian cavary to rescue the rearguard of the troops that
have been repulsed from their defense of the bridges at Osgiliath. At this dramatic moment, Gandaf rides
forth shimmering with a brightness that stuns and excites the onlookers from the wal of the city (Tolkien,
Return 114). Once again, the power revealed in these momentsis far too greeat to be wielded by a mere
morta. It gppearstha Tolkien isonce again reveding Gandaf as Olorin, aMaawith great power againgt
the forces of evil.

Another example of thepower of Gandaf/Ol6rin can befound in the scenein which the Lord of the
Nazgl is about to enter Minas Tirith after the gates of the city have just been destroyed by Siege engines.
Theonly power present in Minas Tirith that could possibly prevent theentrance of thisevil being is Ganddf:

“You cannot enter here,” said Gandalf, and the huge shadow halted. “Go back to the

abyss prepared for you! Go back! Fdl into the nothingness that awaits you and your
Master. Go!” (Tolkien, Return 125).
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Of course, one might point out that the confrontation between these two powerful beings is broken off
before a true engagement is begun. However, it must be noted that this powerful lord of evil stops when
rebuked by Gandaf. In addition, during his momentary pause, the hornsof the Rohirrim are heard, which
cal him back to the battle and away from the gates of the city. Thus, one could suggest thet his stopping
here means the Lord of the Nazgll recognized the power of Ganddf the White and saw the Being
underneath the frail exterior.

Itisimportant at this point that we ded with the Elven ring that Gandaf was given by Cirdan when
he appeared at the Grey Havens. Over the years there has been much discussion about the power of this
ring and its effects on Gandaf. Indeed, some critics have suggested that thisring isthe source of Ganddf's
considerable powers. Nod saysquite clearly that “the source of thispower wasNarya, the Ring of Fire,
oneof thethree Elven Rings’ (109). In addition, she suggeststhat much of hisoverdl power asawizardin
Middle- Earth was derived from this ring of power--acontention necessary, perhaps, if we see Ganddf as
human or even (Nodl 99). However, such suggestions are not supported by Tolkien's descriptions of
Narya’s powers:

Now these were the Three that had last been made, and they possessed the greatest

powers. Narya, Nenya, and Vilya, they were named, the Rings of Fire, and of Water, and

of Air, set with ruby and adamant and sapphire; and of dl the Elvenringsof Sauron most

desired to possessthem, for those who had them in their kegping could ward off the decays

of time and postpone the weariness of the world (SImexillion 288).

Thus, the description of the basic power of these rings does not suggest that they awarded the user great
offendve power. Rather, their very nature was a defensive sort of “magic” that would keep the natural

decay of the living world from occurring as quickly where they were being wielded. In addition, Tolkien

later describes the effects of theserings by saying that Y et after thefall of Sauron their power wasever at
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work, and where they abode there mirth dso dwelt and dl things were unstained by the griefs of time”
(SImaillion 298). This describes nicdy the Vdley of Rivenddl andtheVaeof Lothldrien, landsinwhich
the griefs of the world are held off and apparent perpetua happiness holds sway.

It appearsthen that the chief effect of Naryawas not to grant Gandaf greet offensve power but to

bolster his native effect as Olérin. In The Return of the King, the gift of thisring to Gandalf by Cirdar’ is

described in detall great enough to dlow usto say that the main effect of the ring was on othersrather than
on Ganddf himsdf. Cirdan says.

“Take thisring, Magter . . . for your labours will be heavy; but it will support you in the

weariness tha you have taken upon yoursdf. For thisisthe Ring of Fire, and with it you

may rekindle heartsin aworld that grows chill. But asfor me, my heart iswith the sea, and

| will dwell by the grey shores until the lagt ship sails. | will await you” (Tolkien, Return

456).

Indeed, with the repeated instances in which Gandalf serves as an encourager of resistance among the
peoples of Middle-Earth, it ssemsthat Cirdan chose wel in giving him thisring with which hewas ableto
rekindle hearts grown cold from fear of the Shadow in the East. Yet, it would gppear that Gandaf’s
consderable powers over fire and lightning were native sources that arose out of hisoriginsasaMaia, not
out of the Elven Ring of Power, Narya.

Finaly, how successful was Ganddf? To answer this, we must discuss the nature of the task
assigned to the Istari by theVdar. In hisletters, Tolkien indicatesthat the Istari were messengersfrom the
West to guide the resstance of the peoples of Middle-Earth to Sauron. Tolkien describes them as
“Emissaries (intheterms of thistale from the Far West beyond the Sea)” (Carpenter and C. Tolkien 180).

Inyet another letter dedling with thissubject, Tolkien reiteratesthat the | tari were sent as messengersfrom

the Vaar to incite opposition to Sauron (Carpenter and C. Tolkien 202).%°
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Additiondly, Tolkien is quite clear about the nature of the task assigned to the Istari by the Vaar.
He saysthat the Istari were sent to “train, advise, ingtruct, arouse the hearts and minds of those threatened
by Sauron to aresistance with their own strengths’ (Carpenter and C. Tolkien 202). Infact, Tolkien says
that Ganddf’s fal in Moria was necessitated by the treachery of Saruman who had become dlied with
Sauron, stating that the Vaar alowed Ganddlf to act asan “angel” when the physica powers of the Enemy
weretoo great for mortas (Carpenter and C. Tolkien 202). Inasimilar satement in alater |etter, Tolkien
saysthat Ganddf’s“function asa‘wizard' isan angelos or messenger fromtheVaar or Rulers: to assst
therationa crestures of Middle-earth to resist Sauron, apower too gresat for them unaided” (Carpenter and
C. Talkien 237). This supports the evidence cited earlier in this paper of the angdlic rescues of Faramir in

The Return of the King.

Tolkien’ snumerous assertions about thetask of the Itari can be backed up by examining anumber

of passagesin The Lord of the Rings. When discussang his return from his degth on Zirak-zgil, Ganddf

informs his companions that “Naked | was sent back--for abrief time, until my task was done” (Tolkien,
Two Towers 135). In like manner, he reveds the nature of his task after Denethor has suggested that
Ganddf wishesto rule Gondor. Ganddf deniesthis, saying,
“...therule of no redmis mine, neither of Gondor nor any other, greet or smal. But al
worthy things that are in peril as the world now stands, those are my care. And for my
part, | shdl not whally fail of my task, though Gondor should perish, if anything passes
through thisnight that can still grow fair or bear fruit and flower againin daysto come. For
| dso am ageward” (Tolkien, Return 33).
Thus, it is clear that Gandaf has been sent to win avictory not through the force of his own power but to

encourage the resstance of those around him to the evil of Sauron.
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Thissentiment offered to usby Ganddf isechoed |ater after thesege of MinasTirithislifted and the
Lords are attempting to determinewhat step to take next in their war againgt Sauron. Gandaf counsdlsthat
they should gtrikefirgt by leading an army of sufficient Sze to gain the atention of Sauron, thus keeping his
Eye focused outside of Mordor rather than inddewhere the hobbits Frodo and Sam--the Ring-Bearers--
are s2eking the Cracks of Doom to end the Ring Quest. Aragorn saysin thiscouncil, “Let none now reject
the counsdls of Ganddf, whose long labours againgt Sauron comeat last to their test. But for him dl would
long ago have been logt” (Tolkien, Return 192). It is clear that Aragorn recognizes the task that Gandalf
has been given, the total defeat of Sauron through the native attempts of the populous of Middle-Earth.

These statements about Gandaf’s misson to Middle- Earth are summed up conclusively after the
defeat of Sauron. At hiscrowning asthe new king, Aragorn says*‘ By thelabour and vaour of many | have
come into my inheritance. In token of this | would have the Ring-bearer bring the crown to me, and let
Mithrandir set it upon my heed, if hewill; for he has been the mover of dl that has been accomplished, and
thisis hisvictory’” (Tolkien, Return 303). The new king redizes quite well that the victory over Sauron
would not have occurred had Gandalf not been ever-present, moving the peoples of Middle-Earthina
megterful game againgt the powerful lord of shadows, Sauron. His sentiment is echoed later by Ganddlf,
who saysto hisfour friends (Merry, Sam, Pippin, and Frodo) that “* The Third Agewasmy age. | wasthe
Enemy of Sauron; and my work isfinished. | shal go soon. The burden must lie now upon you and your
kindred'” (Tolkien, Return 308). Thus, Ganddf, Ol¢rin, greatest of the Istari, was the only Maia sent to
Middle- Earth to successfully complete histask, the tota defeat of Sauron.

In conclusion, clearly Gandalf isaMaia sent by the Vdar to ignite the resistance of the peoples

of Middle- Earth againgt the greet evil of Sauron, Lord of the Ring. Using Tolkien'sletters and
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unfinished works, aswell as The Lord of the Rings, it has been possible to prove that Gandaf was

indeed the Maia Oldrin, and that he was successful in histask of ingtigating the defeat of Sauron through

the resstance of the people of Middle-Earth. In The Tolkien Reaeder, Tolkien says.

It isthe mark of agood fairy-story, of the higher or more complete kind, that however
wild its events, however fantagtic or terrible the adventures, it can giveto a child or man
that hearsit, when the ‘turn’ comes, a catch of the breeth, abeat and lifting of the heart,
near to (or indeed accompanied by) tears, as keen as that given by any form of literary
art, and having a peculiar qudity (86).

In cregting Middle- Earth, Gandalf, and the numerous memorable charactersin these novels, J. R. R.
Tolkien has succeeded in creating awonderful world that causes the reader to fed the emotions of the
characters as they face the fight againgt the evil represented by Sauron. As such, Tolkien's works will

continue to enchant future generations of readers who enter the world of Middle-Earth.
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APPENDIX
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[Christopher Tolkien’s commentson hisfather’snotes]

Mogt of the remaining writings about the Istari (as a group) are unhappily no more than very
rapid jottings, oftenillegible. Of mgor interest, however, isabrief and very hasty sketch of anarretive,
telling of a council of the Vaar, summoned it seems by Manwé (“and maybe he called upon Eru for
counsel?’), a which it was resolved to send out three emissaries to Middle-earth. “Who would go?
For they must be mighty, peers of Sauron, but must forgo might, and clothe themsalvesin flesh so asto
treet on equdity and win the trust of Elves and Men. But thiswould imperil them, dimming their wisdom
and knowledge, and confusing them with fears, cares, and wearinesses coming from the flesh.” But two
only came forward: Curomo, who was chosen by Aulé, and Alatar, who was sent by Oromé. Then
Manweé asked, where was Olorin? And Olorin, who was clad in grey, and having just entered from a
journey had seated himsdlf at the edge of the council, asked what Manwé would have of him. Manwé
replied that he wished Oldrin to go as the third messenger to Middle-earth (and it isremarked in
parentheses that “ Olérin was alover of the Eldar that remained,” apparently to explain Manwé' s
choice). But Olorin declared that he was too weak for such atask, and that he feared Sauron. Then
Manweé said that that was al the more reason why he should go, and that he commanded Ol6rin
(ilegible words follow that seem to contain the word “third”). But at that VVardalooked up and said:
“Not as the third;” and Curomo remembered it.

The note ends with the statement that Curomo [Saruman] took Aiwendil [Radagast] because
Y avanna begged him, and that Alatar took Pallando as afriend.

On another page of jottings clearly belonging to the same period it is said that “ Curomo was
obliged to take Aiwendil to please Yavannawife of Aulé” There are here dso some rough tables
relating the names of the Idtari to the names of the Vdar: Oldrin to Manwé and Varda, Curomo to
Aulg, Aiwendil to Yavanna, Alatar to Oromé, and Palando aso to Oromé (but this replaces Pdlando
to Mandos and Nienna).

The meaning of these relations between Istari and Vdar isclearly, in light of the brief narrative
just cited, that each Istar was chosen by each Vdafor hisinnate characteristics-- perhaps even that they
were members of the “people’ of that Vaa, in the same sense asis said of Sauron in the Valaquenta
(The Slmarillion, p. 32) that “in his beginning he was of the Maar of Aulé, and he remained mighty in
the lore of that people” It isthus very notable that Curomo (Saruman) was chosen by Aulé. Thereis
no hint of an explanation of why Y avanna s evident desire that the Istari should include in their number
one with aparticular love of the things of her making could only be achieved by imposing Radagast’s
company on Saruman; while the suggestion in the essay on the Istari (p. 407) that in becoming
enamoured of the wild creatures of Middle-earth Radagast neglected the purpose for which he was sent
if perhapsnot Yavanna. Moreover both in the essay on the Istari and in Of the Rings of Power
Saruman camefirst and he came done. On the other hand it is possible to see a hint of the story of
Radagast’ s unwelcome company in Saruman’s extreme scorn for him, as related by Ganddlf to the
Council of Elrond:
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“*Radagast the Brown!” laughed Saruman, and he no longer concedled his scorn.

‘Radagast the Bird-tamer! Radagest the Smple! Radagast the Fool! Yet he had just

the wit to play the part that | set him.””

Whereas in the essay on the Igtari it is said that the two who passed into the East had no names
save Ithryn Luin “the Blue Wizards’ (meaning of course that they had no names in the West of
Middle-earth), here they are named, as Alatar and Pallando, and are associated with Oromé, though no
hint is given of the reason for thisrdationship. It might be (though thisis the merest guess) that Oromé
of dl the Vaar had the greatest knowledge of the further parts of Middle-earth, and that the Blue
Wizards were destined to journey in those regions and to remain there.

Beyond the fact that these notes on the choosing of the Istari certainly date from after the
completion of The Lord of the Rings | can find no evidence of their relion, in time of composition, to
the essay on the Igari.

| know of no other writings about the Istari save some very rough and in part uninterpretable
notes that are certainly much later than any of the foregoing, and probably date from 1972.

Source: Tolkien, Christopher, ed. Unfinished Taes of Numenor and Middle-Earth. New Y ork:
Bdlantine Books, 1980.
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ENDNOTES

10.

For those who are not familiar with Tolkien’s works, there are numerous examples of changing
names in different languages. For example, the name for “God” is Eru in Vainorean which
shiftsto llivatar in Quenya Elvish. Another example of multiple languages can be found in
Ganddf’'smany names.  Back

In Tolkien's universe, ves are immorta beings in the sense that though their bodies can die
their minds and memories remain intact when they are reborn. Thisis digtinct from the
immortdity of the Vaar and the Maiar who cannot die despite the fact that they can appear in
human or evish form. An example of this“reincarnation” of eves can be seen in Glorfindd who
a thetime of Lord of the Rings haslived twice as Glorfindd (Tolkien, Simarillion 243;
Carpenter and C. Tolkien 286). Thisisdigtinct from the transformation of Ganddf after the
battle with the balrog in Moria.  Back

Mekor was “ The Quenya name for the greet rebdlious Vaa, the beginning of evil, in hisorigin
the mightiest of the Ainur; afterwards named Morgoth, Bauglir, the Dark Lord, the Enemy,
etc. Themeaning of Melkor was ‘He who arisesin Might'; the Sindarin form was Beleglr
‘Great Death’” (Tolkien, SImarillion340).  Back

Unlike Satar/L ucifer, Sauron is not, however, the perverted archangelic power: that would be
Mekor/Morgoth (viz. Silmaillion, “Ainulindd€’).  Back

Irmo was “ The Vda usudly named Lorien, the place of hisdweling. Irmo means‘Desirer’ or
‘Madter of Desire” (Tolkien, Simanillion419).  Back

Mithrandir isthe Elvish name of Ganddf which means“The Grey RFilgrim” (Tolkien, Simerillion
341). Back

The Nazgll were “Ring-wraiths, the daves of the Nine Rings of Men and chief servants of
Sauron” (Tolkien, SImaillion 347).  Back

The smilarity between the “Hame Imperishable’ (Tolkien, Simarillion 10) of Eru and the
Judeo- Chrigtian conception of the Holy Spirit as “tongues of fire’ (Acts 2:1-4) cannot be just a
coincidence.  Back

Cirdan was “ during the Second and Third Ages keeper of the Grey Havensin the Gulf of
Lhan” (Tolkien, Slmarillion 322). The Grey Havens was the seaport where the Elves departed
from Middle-Earth on their journey to Vdinor.  Back

Tolkien maintainsin his letters that he doesn’t know dl the answers to these questions, that heis
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merely an historian and trandator of what texts have survived from the days of these epic deeds
(Carpenter and C. Tolkien 216).  Back



